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Covert effort seen costing US credibility and respect

7 By Willlam Beecher “But [ would never have offered weap-

Globe Staff

WASHINGTON - A number of US,
West European and Arab officials pri-
vately say they regard still-unfolding rev-

elations of an 18-month

© NEBWS effort by the Reagan
ANALYSI$S Administration to cur-
; ry favor with and fa-
vors from “moderate’ Iranian leaders as
iiFeconceived, amateurishly implemented
and counterproductive.

~In 'his televised address on Thursday
night, President Reagan listed the objec-
ttves of the controversial covert effort as:
establishing contact with Iranian offi-
clals who would play a more tmportant
rale in that strategically important coun-
try after the demise of Ayatollah Ruhol-
lah Khomeini, seeking a negotiated end of
the six-year Iran-iraq war, and
Iran to stop supporting terrorism and to
use its influence with pro-iranian terror-
ists in Lebanon to free American hos-
tages.

But it appears the effort may instead
have set back chances for influencing
post-Khomeini Iran by undermining re-
spect for top American officials; pro-
longed the war by providing key weapons
and spare parts that help Tehran to per-
severe; and encouraged terrorists to grab
more American hostages whose value
seems to have been significantly in-
creased by the Iranian debacle.

In addition, it can hardly help the ad-
ministration’s credibility with allies
when, at the very time it was insisting
they do everything in their power to cut
off arms sales in order to shorten the war,

*the United States is discovered to have
slipped in some arms directly and sanc-
tioned other shipments by Israel. Nor can
moderate Arab nations, who most fear
the tmplications of a possible Iranian vic-

*tory in its wag with Iraq, be anything but
shaken by disclosure that the United
States is willing to put aside strategic ob-
Jectives when the freedom of a handful of
American hostages is at stake.

An American official with extensive
experience in the Persian Gulf said the
notion of trying to establish quiet con-
tacts with Iranian leaders was conceptu-
ally sound, for many of them were educat-
ed in the West, have close relatives living
in Europe and the United States and real-
ize that at some point Iran may need the
United States to help counterbalance a
potential threat from the Soviet Unfon.

ons, that would be seen as a sign of weak-
ness,” he said. “I would have liberalized
our policies to allow many more Iranians
to be educated here and encouraged wider
trade relationships.

“The Iranians are well aware what US
diplomats have been saying around the
world about the necessity for an arms em-
bargo and never paying ransom for hos-
tages. Instead of building a better rela-
tionship, what happened would merely
confirm the picture they have always had
of American leaders as hypocrites and li-
ars. The respect factor would be gone
right there.”

In a lengthy White House briefing be-
fore Reagan'’s television address, a senior
offictal told reporters that it was Iranian
contacts who insisted the United States
provide some weapons and spare parts —
as a demonstration of good faith and
proof that American envoys were repre-
senting the president’s views.

At another point the official said pro-
vision of small quantities of defensive
arms enabled Iranfan officials involved in
the backstage dealings to show doubters
that Iran was getting something out of it.

Could not the administration think of
some way to prove its sincerity other
than to provide arms? ““We could not
think of any.” the policy maker said.

Intelligence sources say there is ample
evidence that Iran is hurting for weap-
ons, spare parts and ammunition to pros-
ecute the war as it would wish. One ana-
lyst said that in years past, the Iranians
would probe at several points along the
front, causing the Iragis to rush in re-
serves {n one area after another, before
launching the major drive someplace else.

While Administration officials have
stressed that antitank missiles, which
the US provided, are considered ‘‘defen-
sive,” given the preponderance of Iragi
armor at the front Iraqi commanders
would hardly think new supplies of antt-
tank weapons in Iranian hands were
anything but offensive.

Similarly, while Reagan emphasized
his desire to use the secret dialogue to
press for a negotiated settlement of the
war, most intelligence reports say that
even those Iranian leaders advocating a
settlement support one more major offen-
sive to weaken the bargaining positicn of
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.

Reagan and other officials say their ef-
forts were at least partly successful in
that three American hostages were re-
leased by their pro-iranian captors in

Lebanon and that the lranian goveon-
ment has apparently not been invol.d it
any anti-US terrorism for about a year.

But US intelligence sources believe
that Seyyed Mehdi Hashemi. son-in-law
of Ayatollah Hossein All Montazeri, Kho-
meini’'s heir apparent, was deeply in-
volved in three recent seizures of Ameri-
cans in Lebanon by a group thought to be
pro-Libyan. Hashemi, however, was re-
cently arrested on a variety of charges. in-
cluding murder. abduction and other *'se-
cret. llegal activities.”

Donald T. Regan. the president’s chiet
of staff, was asked by reporters Friday
why Reagan was so deeply involved in the
affafr.

"“The president brings up the hostages
at 90 percent of his meetings : with staff;.
Every morning he asks John is there any-
thing new with the hostages?" he said re-
ferring to natfonal security adviser .John
Poindexter.

But doesn’t that show a preoccupaticn
with just six llves? he was asked.

"Yes. and that's a damned good tii
that the president of the United States
has that thing in mind. If you were taken
hostage you can rest assured that !re
president and the government were be-
hind you.”

Declassified and Approved For Release 2011/12/21 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000100420004-4



